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Howard will celebrate the 125th anni-
versary of its founding this year. 

Located in Miner County, Howard 
was founded in 1881. Howard was South 
Dakota’s first community to operate 
its own wind turbines, providing 
‘‘green energy’’ to residential and com-
mercial customers. 

I offer my congratulations to Howard 
on their anniversary, and I wish them 
continued prosperity in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

CRESBARD, SOUTH DAKOTA, TO 
CELEBRATE 100 YEARS 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Cresbard, SD. The town of 
Cresbard will celebrate the 100th anni-
versary of its founding this year. 

Located in north central South Da-
kota, Cresbard, like many rural towns 
in South Dakota, has its roots in agri-
culture. Now, 100 years later, the town 
still relies on agriculture but has also 
expanded into a hunting destination in 
the fall. Cresbard continues to be a 
great example of what makes South 
Dakota such a great place to live and 
do business. 

I offer my congratulations to 
Cresbard on their centennial, and I 
wish them continued prosperity in the 
years to come.∑ 

f 

CHELSEA, SOUTH DAKOTA, 
CELEBRATES 100 YEARS 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Chelsea, SD. The town of 
Chelsea will celebrate the 100th anni-
versary of its founding this year. 

Located in Faulk County, Chelsea 
was founded as an agricultural town in 
1906. Although 100 years has passed 
since its founding, the city remains a 
great example of what makes rural 
South Dakota a welcoming place to 
live and raise a family. 

I offer my congratulations to Chelsea 
on their anniversary, and I wish them 
the best in the years to come.∑ 

f 

BRENTFORD, SOUTH DAKOTA, TO 
CELEBRATE 100 YEARS 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Brentford, SD. The town of 
Brentford will celebrate the 100th anni-
versary of its founding this year. 

Located in Spink County, Brentford 
was the last town established in the 
county and has outlasted many of its 
neighbors. The town of Brentford has 
the unique distinction of being the 
only so-named town in the United 
States. I am confident that the 
Brentford community will continue to 
serve as an example of South Dakota 
values and traditions for the next 100 
years. 

I offer my congratulations to 
Brentford on their anniversary, and I 
wish them continued prosperity in the 
years to come.∑ 

BALTIC, SOUTH DAKOTA, TO 
CELEBRATE 125 YEARS 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Baltic, SD. The town of Bal-
tic will celebrate the 125th anniversary 
of its founding this year. 

Located in Minnehaha County, Baltic 
was founded in 1881 on the banks of the 
Big Sioux River. Baltic has been a suc-
cessful and thriving community for the 
past 125 years, and I am confident that 
it will continue to serve as an example 
of South Dakota values and traditions 
for the next 125 years. 

I offer my congratulations to Baltic 
on their anniversary, and I wish them 
continued prosperity in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
STRATFORD, SOUTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize the city of Stratford which is 
celebrating its 100th anniversary. 

Located in Brown County, Stratford 
was founded in 1906 as an agricultural 
community. Stratford is a welcoming 
community that reflects the values and 
principles that we as Americans hold 
dear. 

It gives me great pleasure to rise 
with the citizens of Stratford to cele-
brate the 100th anniversary of their 
fine city.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

NOTIFICATION OF THE ISSUANCE 
OF AN EXECUTIVE ORDER 
BLOCKING THE PROPERTY OF 
PERSONS IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE SITUATION IN BELARUS—PM 
50 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Consistent with subsection 204(b) of 

the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(b) 
(IEEPA), and section 301 of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1631 
(NEA), I hereby report that I have 

issued an Executive Order (the 
‘‘order’’) blocking the property of per-
sons in connection with the situation 
in Belarus. In that order, I declared a 
national emergency with respect to the 
policies and actions of certain individ-
uals in Belarus, to address the unusual 
and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security and foreign policy of 
the United States posed by the actions 
and circumstances involving Belarus, 
as described below. This action follows 
the issuance of Proclamation 8015 of 
May 12, 2006, ‘‘Suspension of Entry as 
Immigrants and Nonimmigrants of 
Persons Responsible for Policies or Ac-
tions That Threaten the Transition to 
Democracy in Belarus,’’ in which I de-
termined that it is in the interest of 
the United States to suspend the entry 
into the United States of members of 
the government of Alyaksandr 
Lukashenka and others who formulate, 
implement, participate in, or benefit 
from policies or actions, including elec-
toral fraud, human rights abuses, and 
corruption, that undermine or injure 
democratic institutions or impede the 
transition to democracy in Belarus. 

The United States, the European 
Union, and other allies and partners 
around the world have repeatedly ex-
pressed support for the democratic as-
pirations of the Belarusian people and 
condemned the Belarusian govern-
ment’s human rights abuses, assaults 
on democracy, and corruption. The 
Belarusian authorities have resorted to 
intense repression in an attempt to 
preserve their power, including the dis-
appearances of four regime critics in 
1999 and 2000, which the authorities 
have failed to investigate seriously de-
spite credible information linking top 
government officials to these acts. 

The undemocratic 2006 presidential 
election was only the latest example of 
the Belarusian government’s disregard 
for the rights of its own citizens. Hun-
dreds of civic and opposition activists 
were arrested—and many beaten—both 
before and after the vote for exercising 
their rights. The authorities forcibly 
dispersed peaceful post-election dem-
onstrations. There is simply no place 
in a Europe whole and free for a regime 
of this kind. 

The order also takes an important 
step in the fight against public corrup-
tion, which threatens important 
United States interests globally, in-
cluding ensuring security and stability, 
the rule of law and core democratic 
values, advancing prosperity, and cre-
ating a level playing field for lawful 
business activities. As noted in Procla-
mation 8015, the persistent acts of cor-
ruption by Belarusian government offi-
cials in the performance of public func-
tions has played a significant role in 
frustrating the Belarusian people’s as-
pirations for democracy. This order au-
thorizes the Secretary of the Treasury 
to block the assets of senior-level offi-
cials of the Government of Belarus, 
their family members, or those closely 
linked to such officials engaged in such 
corruption. 
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Thus, pursuant to IEEPA and the 

NEA, I have determined that these ac-
tions and circumstances constitute an 
unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security and foreign pol-
icy of the United States, and I have 
issued the order to deal with this 
threat. 

The order blocks the property and in-
terests in property in the United 
States, or in the possession or control 
of United States persons, of the persons 
listed in the Annex to the order, as 
well as of any person determined by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, after 
consultation with the Secretary of 
State: to be responsible for, or to have 
participated in, actions or policies that 
undermine democratic processes or in-
stitutions in Belarus; to be responsible 
for, or to have participated in, human 
rights abuses related to political re-
pression in Belarus; and to be a senior- 
level official, a family member of such 
official, or a person closely linked to 
such an official who is responsible for 
or has engaged in public corruption re-
lated to Belarus. 

The order also authorizes the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, after consulta-
tion with the Secretary of State, to 
designate for such blocking any person 
determined to have materially as-
sisted, sponsored, or provided financial, 
material, or technological support for, 
or goods or services in support of, the 
activities listed above or any person 
listed in or designated pursuant to the 
order. I further authorized the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, after consulta-
tion with the Secretary of State, to 
designate for such blocking any person 
determined to be owned or controlled 
by, or acting or purporting to act for or 
on behalf of, directly or indirectly, any 
person listed in or designated pursuant 
to the order. The Secretary of the 
Treasury, after consultation with the 
Secretary of State, is also authorized 
to remove any persons from the Annex 
to the order as circumstances warrant. 

I delegated to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, after consultation with the 
Secretary of State, the authority to 
take such actions, including the pro-
mulgation of rules and regulations, and 
to employ all powers granted to the 
President by IEEPA, as may be nec-
essary to carry out the purposes of the 
order. All executive agencies are di-
rected to take all appropriate measures 
within their authority to carry out the 
provisions of the order. 

The order, a copy of which is en-
closed, was effective at 12:01 a.m. east-
ern daylight time on June 19, 2006. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, June 19, 2006. 

REPORT OF THE CONTINUATION 
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY 
WITH RESPECT TO THE RISK OF 
NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION CRE-
ATED BY THE ACCUMULATION 
OF WEAPONS-USABLE FISSILE 
MATERIAL IN THE TERRITORY 
OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION— 
PM 51 
The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-

fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the 
anniversary date of its declaration, the 
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a 
notice stating that the emergency is to 
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent the enclosed notice 
to the Federal Register for publication, 
stating that the emergency declared 
with respect to the accumulation of a 
large volume of weapons-usable fissile 
material in the territory of the Rus-
sian Federation is to continue beyond 
June 21, 2006. The most recent notice 
continuing this emergency was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on June 
20, 2005 (70 FR 35507). 

It remains a major national security 
goal of the United States to ensure 
that fissile material removed from 
Russian nuclear weapons pursuant to 
various arms control and disarmament 
agreements is dedicated to peaceful 
uses, subject to transparency meas-
ures, and protected from diversion to 
activities of proliferation concern. The 
accumulation of a large volume of 
weapons-usable fissile material in the 
territory of the Russian Federation 
continues to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national se-
curity and foreign policy of the United 
States. For this reason, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue 
the national emergency declared with 
respect to the accumulation of a large 
volume of weapons-usable fissile mate-
rial in the territory of the Russian 
Federation and maintain in force these 
emergency authorities to respond to 
this threat. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, June 19, 2006. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

S. 3534. A bill to amend the Workforce In-
vestment Act of 1998 to provide for a 
YouthBuild program. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 

accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–7181. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Transportation, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a violation of the 
Antideficiency Act relative to the Depart-
ment of Transportation’s Research and Inno-
vative Technology Administration (RITA) in 
the Research and Development Account 
(69X1730); to the Committee on Appropria-
tions. 

EC–7182. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report of a viola-
tion of the Antideficiency Act by the Depart-
ment of the Navy, case number 05–04; to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

EC–7183. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report of a viola-
tion of the Antideficiency Act by the Depart-
ment of the Army, case number 05–19; to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

EC–7184. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report of a viola-
tion of the Antideficiency Act by the Depart-
ment of the Army, case number 05–16; to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

EC–7185. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report of a viola-
tion of the Antideficiency Act, Small and 
Disadvantaged Business Utilization Office 
(SADBU), case number 05–04; to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations. 

EC–7186. A communication from the Senior 
Vice President and Chief Financial Officer, 
Potomac Electric Power Company, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the Company’s Bal-
ance Sheet as of December 31, 2005; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–7187. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to the Medical Device 
User Fee and Modernization Act (MDUFMA), 
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ice’s Annual Performance Report; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–7188. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the Department of 
Health and Human Services Office of Inspec-
tor General Semiannual Report for the pe-
riod October 1, 2005 through March 31, 2006; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–7189. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA), transmitting, pur-
suant to law, NASA’s Semiannual Report of 
the Inspector General for the period October 
1, 2005 through March 31, 2006; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–7190. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development’s 
Semiannual Report of the Inspector General 
for the period October 1, 2005 through March 
31, 2006; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–7191. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Personnel Management, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Training—Reporting Require-
ments’’ (RIN3206–AK46) received on June 12, 
2006; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–7192. A communication from the Chair-
man and the Vice Chairman, U.S.—China 
Economic and Security Review Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to the Commission’s February 2–3, 2006 
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